
BUSINESS FINLAND VISION

FINLAND DEFINING 

THE FUTURE
Together, we make Finland the most attractive 

and competitive innovation environment,
where world class success stories are created

We are the most wanted partner for our customers 
to innovate and grow globally



OUR MISSION IS GROWTH, 
RENEWAL AND SUCCESS

Promotion of innovations

Promotion of exports

Attracting tourists and investments

Tools include 

• research and innovation funding  

• advice and sparring  

• networking and contacts

• domestic and international expertise and view 
of networks

• theme selections and programmes

INTERNATIONAL
GROWTH

THE WORLD'S BEST 
ECOSYSTEMS



Business Finland Objectives by 2025

Create new, world-class business 
ecosystems worth 20 billion euros in 
total

Become the most attractive destination 
for FDI in Northern Europe

Become the most desired travel 
destination in the Nordics

Double the R&D investments and 
exports of SMEs1
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ALIGNMENTS GUIDING OUR EXECUTION

We focus on selected 
customers

We design our 
services with 

customer value 
in mind

We include the 
international aspect 

in all our actions 

We select themes
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THEMES AND GOALS
Towards joint innovation, invest-in and export-promoting service packages *   

*Situation 02/2018

Cross-cutting 
• Digital transformation
• Developing markets
• New value creation
• Arctic dimension

Bio and circular economy

Cleantech

Digitalisation

Consumer businesses

Tourism

Health and well-being

Getting Finland a share of the 
growing consumer business

Clean-tech comprehensive solutions 
and a globally pioneering approach

Sustainable solutions with high added 
value that meet global demand

Growing individualised health business 
and attractive ecosystems

A digital leap towards new business 
and growth in exports

Use of technological lead in the global 
market



BUSINESS FINLAND’S 
GLOBAL NETWORK

40 offices around 
the world, and 
16 in Finland

New York
Silicon Valley

Stanford
Washington DC

Mexico City
Lima

Rio de Janeiro
Sao Paolo

Santiago de Chile

Helsinkiy
Stockholm

Oslo
Copenhagen

St. Petersburg
Moscow
Warsaw
Brussels
London
Munich
Vienna
Madrid

Istanbul

Lagos
Nairobi
Johannesburg

Almati
New Delhi
Dubai
Ryiadh

Beijing
Shanghai
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong
Seoul
Tokyo

Ho Chi Minh
Kuala 
Lumpur
Jakarta
Yangon



BUSINESS FINLAND’S SERVICE PORTFOLIO FOR FINNISH ORGANISATIONS

1. Identify 
opportunities

Networks

Funding

2. Develop and 
reinvent

3. Go to 
Market

4. Scale to your 
business



Funding
We finance innovation activities and the development of competencies through 
grants and loans. We help you to find the right kind of funding, which helps your 
company or organization in your international growth

Funding for
• Startups
• SMEs and Midcaps
• Large companies
• Research 

organizations
• Public organizations

Growth Capital

Connect with global VC 
funds and investors

Production incentive for the 
audiovisual industry + 
Other growth funding 
(e.g. Laivan rakennuksen
innovaatiotuki, energiatuki)

Advice and coaching 

• on business 
development and 
funding

• on EU R&I funding

• Growth funding advice 
for startups and SMEs 
(more than just own and 
EU funding)



VOLUME OF INNOVATION FUNDING IN 2017

Funding 
granted 

MEUR 510

Funding 
applications 

6,300  

Amount of 
funding applied 

for 
MEUR 733

Positive 
funding 

decisions 
4,485



MOST FUNDING GRANTED 
FOR SMES IN 2017

▪ Total funding granted MEUR 510

▪ Funding for companies MEUR 398 and for 
research MEUR 112

▪ Business R&D funding for SMES MEUR 
292

▪ Funding for startup companies MEUR 142

▪ 2,304 new business R&D funding 
customers, of which 763 are new 
innovation funding customers

Companies MEUR 398

SMEs 74%

Startup 
companies 48%

Total funding MEUR 510



Co-innovation

International and other special calls for applications based on specific criteria, 
for example, ESA, ERDF, Eureka

New business from 
research ideas (TUTLI)

BUSINESS FINLAND – RESEARCH FUNDING 2018

Co-creation



Discover Opportunities
Identify business opportunities and customer needs. Evaluate your readiness 
for international markets. Generate ideas, develop business case and plan 
internationalization operations

www.marketopportunities.fi:

– Sales leads

– Business opportunities 

– Future Watch

– Country outlooks

https://www.marketopportunities.fi/home?_3_formDate=1511176862520&p_p_id=3&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=2&_3_struts_action=/search/search&_3_cur=1&_3_format=&_3_keywords=&_3_marketArea=-1&_3_country=-1&_3_industryOrSection=6&_3_itemType=0
https://www.marketopportunities.fi/home?_3_formDate=1511176948791&p_p_id=3&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=2&_3_struts_action=/search/search&_3_cur=1&_3_format=&_3_keywords=&_3_marketArea=-1&_3_country=-1&_3_industryOrSection=6&_3_itemType=1
https://www.marketopportunities.fi/home?_3_formDate=1511176977213&p_p_id=3&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=2&_3_struts_action=/search/search&_3_cur=1&_3_format=&_3_keywords=&_3_marketArea=-1&_3_country=-1&_3_industryOrSection=6&_3_itemType=2
https://www.marketopportunities.fi/home?_3_formDate=1511177030869&p_p_id=3&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=2&_3_struts_action=/search/search&_3_cur=1&_3_format=&_3_keywords=&_3_marketArea=-1&_3_country=-1&_3_industryOrSection=-1&_3_itemType=3




Globalisaation: climate change, economic 

growth, population growth, service market change

Urbanization and aging:
People live on average longer and
healthier, 60+ markets, local services,
mobility and housing changes

Wellbeing and health: predictive and 

preventive health and wellbeing, digital and virtual care, 
precision treatments, nanomedicine, stem cell technology,
bio imageing

Ethical and ecological changes:
AI becoming human-like, nursing/ care robots,
virtual assistants and the presence as holograms

Socio-Cultural Changes:
Consumerization of health and well-being,
loneliness changes, new kind of communality,
the new professions in wellbeing and health,
changing media, transhumanism

Data change: Explosive increase of data, 

intelligent algorithms, MyData, genomics, 
body security 

Intelligent environment, digitalization
(IoMT): IoMT Hospital, IoMT care solutions, 

wearable solutions, personalized treatments and services, 
remote caret solutions 

Development of science and technology::
AI, 3D printing, robotics,virtuality, augmented reality,
real-time

Mega drivers 2018 –Wellbeing and Health
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Government backing the growth of the health sector

Developing of the 

MyKanta service 

and its ecosystem

eHealth and eSocial

Strategy and 

Legislation on the 

Secondary of Use of 

Health and Social data

Legislation and 

operating principles 

for the digital health 

data service operator

Preparation of the Genome Law and 

updating the Biobank Law

Founding of the 

Finnish Biobank 

Cooperative 

FINBB

Developing of the 

research and 

innovation ecosystems 

around university 

hospitals

Preparing  the founding of the 

National Genome Centre, the 

Comprehensive Cancer Centre 

Finland, Neurocentre Finland and 

Drug Development Centre



Programs a tool for proactive 
work 



SCOPE

2018-2022
Innovation funding: 50-80 Million €

PERSONALISED HEALTH PROGRAM

VISION 2025

Finland is a global forerunner in personalized health. 
Digital databases, bio banks and advanced analytics are used in R&D, health services and business operations.

GOALS

The goal is to create new international business and innovations based on personalized health platforms.
The program develops an ecosystem that promotes exports and brings investments into Finland.

Funding

Networks
Recognise
opportunities

Develop and 
evolve

Scale your
business



13.9.2018 19

Nordics

USA

UK
Germany

Singapore, 
Japan

Started 1.5.2018
Duration: 4 years

Kick off 8.5.2018
Health Tuesday

Innovation funding
50-80 M €

Launch
5-6.9.2018

HealthBIO Turku

PerMed
funding call

Deadline 4.9.2018

Funding campaign 
06-09/2018 for 
businesses and 

research institutes

Networking to focus
markets

Workshops
for 

companies

European Healthtech
Investment Forum 

12.-13.3.2019

Activities and focus countries



UPCOMING HEALTH EVENTS AND DELEGATIONS



How to participate in health activities

▪ Order our health newsletter NOW: businessfinland.fi/uutiskirje

▪ Events calendar: businessfinland.fi/suomalaisille-asiakkaille/ajankohtaista/

▪ Program website: businessfinland.fi/yksilollistettyterveys





WORLD IDEAS

Minna Hendolin

Senior Director, Health and Wellbeing

Business Finland

minna.hendolin@businessfinland.fi

+358 50 5577665

@HendolinMinna

Sampo Sammalisto

Program Manager, Personalized Health

Business Finland

sampo.sammalisto@businessfinland.fi

+358 50 5841100

Janne Kari

Project Manager, HIMMS/Health2.0

Business Finland

janne.kari@businessfinland.fi

+358 40 5410580

mailto:minna.hendolin@businessfinland.fi
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